the Prophet Mohammad. The original
Mosque at Medina had no architectural
features of the present-day mosques. All
such essential features as Sahn, an open
court, Mimbar, a high pulpit, Maqsurah,
a wooden screen in front of the Imam,
and Minarets, Mihrab, the prayer niche
indicating the Qiblah, were evolved
within eighty or ninety years after the
building of the first mosque. The Mimbar
was evolved from the low pulpit of
tamarisk wood used by the Phropet to
raise himself above the general leveL As
early as (856-57 A.D.) there was in the
Mosque of Qayrawan a richly carved and
canopied MLmbar which was brought from
Baghdad by Ibn al-Aghlab. Other minor
details such as Al-Iwan, the arcade or
colonnade surrounding the Sahn as shelter
against sun and rain, were still later
additions. Thus Mosque Al-Jami* or the
mosque in which congregational prayers
of Friday are performed was evolved from
the simple structure which the Prophet
Mohammad raised at Madina.
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